Srimad-bhagavad-gita: jiiana-karma-sannyasa-yogah (Chapter 4)
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The Supreme Lord Shree Krishna said: I taught
this imperishable Yoga to the Sun God,
Vivasvan, who passed it on to Manu; and Manu,
in turn, taught it to Ikshvaku.

O Parantapa (burner of, subduer of enemies), the
saintly kings thus received this science of Yoga in
a continuous tradition. But with the long passage
of time, it was lost to the world.

That same ancient knowledge of Yoga, which is
the supreme secret, I am today revealing unto
you, because you are My friend as well as My
devotee.

Arjuna said: You were born much after
Vivasvan. How am I to understand that in the
beginning You taught this yoga to him?

The Supreme Lord said: Both you and I have had
many births, O Arjuna. You have forgotten
them, while I remember them all, O Parantapa.

Although I am unborn, the Lord of all living
entities, and have an imperishable nature, yet I
appear in this world by virtue of Yogmaya, My
divine power.

Whenever there is a decline in righteousness and
an increase in unrighteousness, O Arjuna, at that
time I manifest Myself on earth.
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To protect the righteous, to annihilate the
wicked, and to reestablish the principles of
dharma I appear on this earth, age after age.

Those who understand the divine nature of My
birth and activities, O Arjuna, upon leaving the
body, do not have to take birth again, but come
to My eternal abode.

Being free from attachment, fear, and anger,
becoming fully absorbed in Me, and taking refuge in
Me, many persons in the past became purified by fire

of knowledge and thus have attained My being.

In whatever way people surrender unto Me, I
reciprocate accordingly. Everyone follows My
path, knowingly or unknowingly, O son of
Pritha.

In this world, those desiring success in material
activities worship the celestial gods, since
material rewards manifest quickly.

The four categories of occupations were created
by Me according to people’s qualities and
activities. Although I am the Creator of this
system, know Me to be the Non-doer and Eternal.

Activities do not taint Me, nor do I desire the
fruits of action. One who knows Me in this way
is never bound by the karmic reactions of work.

Knowing this truth, even seekers of liberation in
ancient times performed actions. Therefore,
following the footsteps of those ancient sages,
you too should perform your duty.
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